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Summary of Chapter R: Researching
This chapter examines the different aspects of researching including the process of collecting sources, taking notes responsibly, and evaluating the effectiveness and relevance of the sources. Research, as explained through the above-identified three sections, is a process that requires meticulous consideration. While the other process of researching like identifying and settling on a research topic may be complex and difficult, this chapter also establishes that the processes involved from the point one selects the topic to draft the final paper is equally critical. 
The first section (R1) identifies the process and ways of collecting relevant sources. As mentioned in the chapter, it is important to keep an open mind throughout the process. One must be organized but also careful when choosing the sources to use. In this case, one should always stay organized and focused on answering the question as well as finding out the disparity between what information is available and that which is missing. 
The second section of this chapter (R2) talks about the process of effectively managing information. The best approach to managing information, after identifying the relevant sources, is to take down notes responsibly. According to the chapter, effective research is also a good record keeper. This means that irrespective of the method of documenting or keeping the information, one should design an effective method of taking notes and maintaining a working bibliography. A good piece of information to remember in this chapter is that while taking notes, it is important to keep them original and avoid unintentional plagiarism. 
The last section of this chapter (R3) is about how to evaluate sources. Identifying the sources is not enough in a research process. Instead, evaluating the effectiveness of the sources can also help to achieve a good research process and outcome. Evaluating the sources, as discussed in the chapter, involves determining whether the sources are scholarly, reading like a researcher, and understanding how to write an annotated bibliography. For many researchers, identifying a research topic or the sources of information to be used is not the difficult part, but the challenge comes in identifying what kinds of sources they need and how to select a trustworthy source. Evaluating sources is a process that cannot be completed once in a single sitting. 
